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Kifty years ago! What changes and progress in that time ! 
When this Sanday School was organized there were but twenty- 
one States in the Union. Texas, and California, and the whole 
Western Territory, was a land unknown. Tho school-house in 
which this Sunday School was organized was built two years 
before the first steamboat began to navigate the Hudson River. 
The first Railroad was not introduced into this State till 1831. 
In 1850 there were but seven thousand miles of railway on this 
continent ; now there are thirty-seven thousand. Telegraphs 


are of recent date, and yet there are one hundred and eighty 


thousand miles of these now in existence. London and San Fran- 
cisco can communicate in two minutes of time. 

Tifty years ago there was a little settlement on the grouni 
which we now occupy, that had not then risen to the dignity of 
a village. The village which took the name of Salina, was not 
incorporated till 1824, six years after the Sunday School was 
organized. The place was familiarly known as Salt Point, be- 
case salt, was fonud here, and because it occupied the angle 
formed by the Lake and Mad Creek. At first the place was 
unhealthy ; and as it was visited by adventurers had rather of a 


. hard name. This region must have furnished the best hunting 
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ground for the Indians. The salt springs, or licks, brought to- 
gether many wild animals here. Bears, wolves and deer were 
abundant, Abraham Van Vleck, who wus the first male child 
born in this county, in 1792, who recently died among us, and 
whose son is a teacher in our Sabbath School, was pursued by 
wolves when returning from pasture one evening, at a spot near 
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4 | 


) 
what is now the Norman Wood place. Young bears were ear- 
ried away as curiosities. Some of the present inhabitants recall 
their exploits in hunting deer, chasing them with dogs into the 
Lake, where they were easily captured. I once asked Mrs. 
O’Blennis if it was true that there were wild animals here when 
she wasa child. “ Bless yon,” said she, “they were as thick as 
hair on a dog’s back,” Judge O. R, Strong remembers secing 
six deer drinking at the same time, from the creek which now 
furnishes the supply for our city water works, inlay McLaren, 
a prominent merchant of Manlius, the father of Mrs. Strong and 
of sons who have become distinguished in the Presbyterian 
church, was attacked by a bear, and fatally injured, while re- 
turning home from Onondaga Hollow, on the Bast Hill. Dr. 
Holbrook, the father of Charles Holbrook, was called to dress 
his wounds, but he sunk under them and soon died. 


Tn those early times the high land in this vicinily was covered 
with sernb oaks, There are those still living who remember 
when they had to find their way to what is now the eastern end 
of James street, by marked trees. Others remember going out’ 
in quest of berries where now are brick blocks, 


The viyal village of Syracuse was incorporated in 1825, As 
Mr. Fisk says, in his address on the Press of Onondaga County, 
“Tt was a mud-hole.” The road leading to Onondaga Valley, — 
upon which the First Presbyterian Church now stands, was often 
overflowed in the Spring. A lady friend tells me she remembers 
often leaping her horse from log to log in attempting to pass 
that point. At times if was necessary to go around on the | 
higher ground, near the present Yates place. The names of | 
many of the earliest residents of Salina have been giyen to me. 
Comfort Tyler and Asa Danforth, who were the first white per- | 
sons to manufacture salt here, were residents of Onondaga Val- 


ley. Mr, Isaac Van Vleck, father of Mrs. O'Blennis, came with | 
his family to this place March 2d, 1792. He bronght the first , 


potash kettle holding one hundred gallons, for the making of 


salt, About the same time came Blisha Alyord, and four years | 


a 


| 
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later his brother Dioclesian, recently deceased, Iva Cilehrist, 
wien but two years of age, came with his father in 1793. He 
aud Mrs. O'Blenuis are all who remain of thoso early settlers. 
David Brace, one of the original Elders of this church, came in 
1793 or 4. When bat a boy be carried the mail, on hovse- 
back, from Onondaga to Oswego, findiag hia way through tho 
wilderness by marked trees. In 1809, when he wished to es 
tablish himeelf in the drug business in this place, ho offered five 
dollara a week vent for a rough board building, and was ro: 
fused ; 80 groat was the demand for honses at that time. ‘Thom- 
as Wheeler came to this place July 10th, 1799, At that time 
there were but sixteen galt blocks on the Reserva tion, and these 
contained only from four to eight kettles each. The Ueenbents 
farnily came in about 1802. The father of Mrs. Samuel P. Smith 
came abont the same time. Tho earliest and most considerable mer- 
chants wore John Carpenter, Blisha and Dioclesian Alvord, Fisher 
Curtis, Richard Goslin, Richard G, Johnson and Dayenport Mo- 
rey. Jolin Danforth, Asa Danforth, Jv., Benajah Byington, Iehabod 
Brackett and Ashbel Kellogg were prominent manufactnvers of 


salt. Timothy Gilchrist, Adam Trask and Cornelius Schouton, .* 


kept the first taverns, In 1812 there were three public lhonses 
and twelye etores in tho place. Mico latter, in addition to 
nimes mentioned, wero kept by Dennis Mayo, Thomas McCar- 
thy, Thomas Wheeler, Horace Brace, Jonathan and Williain 
Baldwin, and others, William Kirkpatrick was for many years 
Superintendent of the Salt Springs, Isham West early estab- 
lighed himself here asa hatter. Samuel P: Smith was a promis 
nent cabinet maker, 


The first houses were built of logs, or else were made wilh au 
aes frame filled in with sticks and mud. ‘There appears to 
be but one brick huilding now standing in this region that was 
in existence fifty yoars ago. That is the building erected in 1800 
hy E. and D, Alvord, on the corner of Exchange and Salina 
streets, once a hotel, and afterwards converted into a store, OF 
frame buildings of great age, 4 few remain. That which is old- 
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est is the John Danforth house, south-cast corner of Free and 
Spring streets, built in 1793. After this, may be mentioned tho 
William Dexter house, corner of Free and Lodi streets, built) in 
about 1800; the Samuel Matthews house, on Free street ; the 
Burke house, on Wolf street, between Lodi and Salina strects ; 
a low-roofed house on Salina street, opposite Mr. Hartshorn’s 
store ; the building west of the same store, now occupied as a 
bakery, in which Isaiah Bunce published the “ Salina Sentinel ”; 
the house also in which he resided, on Bear street, next to Mr. 
Mason’s shop; the Spafford house, now the residence of Jarhes 
Sabin ; the Johnson house, on the south-east corner of Salina and | 
Centre streets ; a house a short distance above, on Sulina ite 





built by the Murnace company, and known as the Brad Markham | 
house ; the small brown house on Bear street, occupied by Old 

Mr. Nutting, that was moved from the corner where the Salina 

Bank was afterward located ; the house corner of Carbon and 
Centre streets, occupied by Samuel Kent, that was moved feb 
where the Salt Springs Hotel now stands, once the residencel of 
David Brace; the house on the corner above, now the residence 
of David Luther; the William Porter house, on Carbon stréet, 


at the corner of the lane, once the residence of Hezekiah Barns ; : 
the house next south of this, once the residence of Lebbeus Cil- \ 
bert ; the wood-colored building in the lane, back of John Me- 


Carthy’s; the house on the corner of Carbon and Bear streats, ‘ 
occupied by William Mylerane ; the small red louse on Centre x a 
street, opposite the Salina school house ; the wood-colored hotise ‘ 
standing back in the yard next to Sheriff Mollister’s ; the Ddgr ~ x 
house, on Carbon, below Wolf strect, though but half of this"Fo- 
mains ; the building in which D, Morey kept store, moved to the 
corner this side of the canal, near Phillips’ brick shop ; the 
Doyle house, on Wolf street, and probably a few others. Those 


linger as the decaying monuments of olden times, 
The first public burying-place was the north-west corner of 


what is now the Park, abont whore the church afterward stoad. 
The ground being wet, burials were afterward made on the hieh 
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ground, or ridge, north-east from the present Park, beyond where 
tho lane now rans to Carbon street. After this an extensive 
grave-yard was laid ont on Salina street, opposite where St, 
John’s Roman Catholic church now stands. This was given up 
in 1829, and the remains removed to the present ground. In 
digging foundations for dwellings on Salina street, human bones 
have been discovered, Nor is it certain that the last burial- 
place will continue, many of the dead having already been re- 
moved to the more beautiful Oakwood. 

‘The war of 1812 produeed quite an excitement in this section. 
The nearness of this place to Oswego, where is Fort Ontario, 
and the ease of communication between the two places, through 
the Seneca and Oswego rivers, made this a point somewhat ex- 
posed. The fact also that soldiers were sent this way to the de- 
Tenee of that garrison, tended to increase the excitement. An 
incident is told illustrating the dispatch and patriotism of the 
women of those times. An officer of the American army sent 
word to Mrs. Ball, whose husband kept a public house on Salina 
slvect, near Wolf street, that he wished dinner for himself and 
men, within three hours from that time. She immediately sct 
about preparing for the meal, and when the men arrived placed 
before them three enormous chicken pies, with an cagle, of pas- 
try, on the top of cach, having a cranberry in its mouth, aud sur- 
rounded by thirteen stars. 

Vifty years ago the State had uo Brie or Oswego Canal. The 
carrying of the former through the village of Syracuse, to avoid 
the Lake, was injurious to Salina. The central section of the 
canal was completed in 1819. Capt. William Stewart, Dean 
Richmond and Russell Buckley, carried the first boat load of salt 
from this place, over the new canal, to Utica. The entire canal 
was opened, and its completion celebrated, Noy. Ist, 1825. The 
Oswego canal was completed in 1826-7. Passing through Salina, 
it occasioned some changes in the streets of the village. Before 
this, Free street was the principal street, having numerous stores 
and dwellings, as well as the finest buildings. ‘The canal, cut- 
ting in upon one side of this street, seemed to form a limit from 


8, 
Which business and residents setiled back, xchange street, 


henceforth became the important street and contre of business. 
The store of Dioclesian Alyord stood upon tho north-west corner ° 


of Salina and Free streets, and wag built of brick; that of Fisher , 


Curtis was on the south-west corner, opposite. The stores of 
Richard ©. Johnson, Davenport Morey and T’, McCarthy stood 
near where the reservoir now stands. That of B. Byington 
stood upon the other side of the street, and fronted to the lake. 
H. Brace, D. Brace, D. Mayo and J. Baldwin, were on Salina 
street. ‘ 

The construction of the Central Rail Road, which also took 


its course through the village of Syracuse on account of the Lake, 
helped to decide that Salina should become the limb, rather than 


the heart, of a great city. In 1848 the two villages had run 


together, and were aes as a city, under the name of 
Syracuse, 


Having looked thus at the place, let us take now a view of 
tho building in which our Sunday School was born. Tt has com- | 
monly been spoken of as “the old red, or pink, school honso,”. 
becauso its color bordered something on apink. Tt was not 
painted, however, at the time the Sunday School was organized. 
Tt was built in 1805, and stood on what is now the gonth- west 
corner of the Park. It was on a parallel line with Park, then’ 


Salt street, and fronted to the east, This building answered te ; 


purposes, for many years, of both school house and church. The 
seats were arranged at first to face the wall, but afterward to. 
face the teacher, In the centre of the room stood a largo stove, | 
elevated upon a platform a few inches high, filled in with sand. | 
Subsequently the building was enlarged on the rear end, making, 
two rooms, with the addition also of a woodshed, Originally | 


the Park was a common, Centre and Salt streets intersecting it. | 


Near the centre of the ground was a deep pond, which scemed 
to be fed by o living spring. Here geose and ducks, as well as 
children, disported in summer; and in winter the frozen surface | 


made a most excellent skating tiarke, To 1839 the school house, 
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after having stood over thirty years, was taken down, the pond 

was filled, and the four quarters of the Park indicated by a hor- 

izontal guard. At a still later day, in 1847, the present fence 

was built. In that school house the usnal incidents of merri- 

ments, mischief-making, tears and punishnients occurred. Atan 

early day some rough young men were taught there. There 

was a teacher by the name of Isaac Van Tassel, a pious man, car, YW Il, a 
from Onondaga Hollow. He was anxious to becomé a minister,” @ Ue. ) lave Yi 
and had asked the Presbytery to educate him. They refused to %., Me tv) 
do so, however, because of an impediment or hesitancy in his 7 hes 
speech. He said he would preach, and finally did preach, be- 
coming a missionary, and going with the Misses Brewster, of Onon- 
daga Hollow, to the Maumee Indians. He married a daughter of 
the Rev, Joseph Badger, of Austinburgh, Ohio, and died among the 
Indians, after a very useful life, inabout 1847. Under his admin- 
isration a plot had been formed to resist his authority. He had pun- 
ished a young man for swearing. ‘This led to insurrection and re- 
volt. Five or six banded together to put him outof the school. He 
had some intimation of what was going on, and as he left the 
house in the morning, said to Mrs, Dioclesian Alvord, with whom 
he boarded, “ You need not be surprised to see me home earlier 
than usual ;” and then explained to her his apprehensions. He 
left; and upon going to his room to put it in order, sho found 

the Bible open, with the passage marked: “Rid me and deliver 

me from the hand of strange children.” His prayer was an- 

swered, At noon he informed her that Dean Richmond, who 

had been drawn into the plot, came forward, and in a manly way 

confessed and apologized for the whole iransaction. She pre- 

dicted that he would come to something; which has proved true. 

The others all came toa bad end. Another teacher, of a later 
day, had a novel mode of punishment. He was wont to take 

out his pen-knife and strap it violently, and then ask the delin- 

quent scholar whether he would be bled, or be struck with the 

ruler. Of course each frightened urchin slways chose the latter. 

A brother and sister, who are still with ns, thought they would 
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circumvent the wary teacher. Having loitered, or been detained 
without good excuse, and anticipating punishment, the sister ad- 
yised the brother that when called up, and the choice should be 
submitted, he should say that he preferred to be bled. The 
usual method was gone through with, ina very dramatic way. 
The knife was strapped, the child’s sleeve rolled up, and then 
the solemn question put. “I choose to be bled,” said the boy. 
It overturned the teacher’s gravity ; he let the boy go, In this 
connection I may speak of another mode of punishment, still 
more novel, adopted by a lady teacher who kept a select school 
not far distant. One of her pupils is here to testity to what I 
say. Her method of disgrace was nothing so common as a 
dunce-block or fool’s cap, but a salt barrel pierced with nails, 
the nails pointing inward. Into this barrel the refractory child 
was put, and a heavy piece of iron from the stove laid over the 
top; so that if the little offender thus in durance vile tried to 
resist, he found, like the apostle, that it was hard to kick against 
the pricks. Besides Mr. Van Tassel, sone who taught in the 
old school house became ministers. ‘Royal West was one; Oy- 
us Hudson was another ; Martin Kinney, teacher in the “ Insti- 
tute” at a later day, and one of the Superintendents of the Sab- 
bath School, also became a minister, 

The first Presbyterian preaching in this place was before the 
school house was built. The Rev. Mr. Sickles was sent ont by 
the Dutch church in Septomber, 1803. He was from Kinder- 
hook, and was passing through Salina on his way to Fort Brew- 
erton. Stopping over night at Trask’s tayern, and finding an 
uncongenial company there, he asked in the morning if there 
was not a religious family in the place with whom he could 
lodge. He was directed to Isaac Van Vleck’s. Calling upon 
the family, hoe found they were the persons for whem he had a 
package, sent by friends at the east, In the course of conversa 
tion he asked if he could not hold a religious service somewhere 
that evening. He was referred to Aaron Bellows’ cooper-shop. 
The appointment was made, and in tho eyening the house was 
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crowded. It was a good meeting, and such singing! There 
was no more preaching in the place for two or three years, and 
then only occasionally. In 1810 a Presbyterian church was or- 
ganized at Onondaga Hollow, in connection with residents here, 
under the name of the “ United Church of Onondaga Hollow and 
Salina.” The Rey. Dirck ©, Lansing: was the pastor. There 
wore but nine members residing: here. The’ only place of wor- 
ship was the school house. * Here mectings were held alternately 
with the Methodists. Mr. Lansing continued to preach to the 
United Church till February 2d, 1814. Previous to this, in the 
autumn of 1812, the Rev. Caleb Alexander removed to the Hol- 
low, and took charge of the Academy in that place. Mr. Alex- 
ander was never a pastor at the Hollow, but while residing 
there occasionally preached, and after Mr. Lansing ministered to 
the people here. It was under Mr. Alexander's ministry that our 
Sunday School was formed. After him came the Rey. Samuel 
T. Mills, for about a year and a half, He was succeeded by the 
Rey. James A. Mills, who was instrumental in building a church 
and organizing a new society here, thus severing the connection 
with the Hollow. This was in 1822. Thus our Sunday School 
antedates the present church organization by six years. 


The person who was chiefly instrumental in establishing the 
Sunday School here, and who may be regarded as its first Super- 
intendent, was Mrs. Porter. It should be said that before the 
organization Mrs. Porter opened a Sabbath School in her own 
house, in connection with a day school which she was teaching. 
The was in 1815 or 1816, She was seconded by Mrs. Spafford 
and Mrs, S. Alyord ; and these three were really the James 
Cephas and John of the church at that time. Mra Spafford re- 
moved to Tecumseh, Michigan, in 1887, where she died, Mrs. 
Porter reached an advanced age, and died here, with her chil- 
dren, May 28d, 1858. Mrs. Alvord also lingered among us till 
September 7th, 1863, and then passed away. All were remark- 
able women, distinguished for piety and good works. Mrs. Por- 
ter’s labors in hehalf of the Sunday School make it proper that 
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I should introduce an extract from a letter published in the 
Oberlin Evangelist, August, 1858, after her death. “It seemed 
as though the image of her Master shone from her very counten- 
ance. She always hada word to say to every one. Tor tho 
weak and faltering christian, she had a word of encourage: 
ment ; for the worldly, a word of warning and exhortation ; be- 
fore all she held up a Saviour from sin and its consequences ; 
the impenitent she pointed to the Lam) of God, and some of this 
class have said of her since she died, ‘She would not let me go 
till I found peace in believing.’ As she drew near death, she 
said the river, that had always looked so dark to her, now 
looked bright. On my entering her room one morning, and 
asking if she had slept any; ‘Oh no, said sho, ‘but the room is 
full of the presence and glory of God, and has been all night.’ 
In her dying moments she would often say ‘all is light and life ; 
T-see no death; it is Hie, Live” The day hefore she died, re- 
counting the great mercies of God, she said: ‘I have hope for 
all my children, that I shall meet them in heaven; and for ten 
of my grand-children ; yes, indeed, for all of them ; becanse God 
has promised to be a God unto his children, and children’s chil- 
dren, and I plead his promises, and belfeve he will fulfill thom. 
When asked by a clergyman who called, if she would like to 
have him pray with her, she replied: ‘It is well to pray, but I 
fecl more like praising.’ A number of times, within a few hours 
of her release from suffering, she said: ‘I have no eestacies, but 
my peace is as a river, and the Lord my righteousness as the 
waves of the sea.’ She had her senses till the last, and pave 
signs that Jesus was with her when her lips could moye no Jon- 
ger.” Such was the happy end of one who, forty years before, 
was mainly instrumental in the organization of our Sab bath 
School. 


The Rules under which our Sunday School was organized are 
still extant, drawn up in Mr. Alexander’s own hand-writing. 
Some of them read thus; 
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Rule 80—“The Instructors and Instructresses shall every 
Sunday select certain chapters er paragraphs of the Bible, and ° 
order their classes to commit them to memory to be repeated on 
the succeeding Sunday.” 

Rule 6—* They shall give them occasional instruction in the 
principles of christian morality.” 

Rule 14th— All the instruction is to be gratuitous.” 

Rule 15th—This is the last—* All the names of the pupils 
shall be enrolled in a book, and the voll shall be called over 
every Sunday, at the opening of the school. Those absent shall 
be called upon the sneceeding Sunday to assign iia reasons of 
their haying been absent.” 

The exercises consisted in reading. and reciting Seripture, and 


- occasionally repeating a hymn. A lady writes that she remen- 


bers, at the age of five, how important she felt in repeating the 


hymn— 
“Now, in the heat of youthful blood, 
Remember your Creator, od.” 


Premiums also were given. The same lady remembers the 
silver shilling she earned for repeating the first chapter of John's 
gospel. Bibles were given for learning the whole of the cate- 
chism, Mr. Porter has one that he earned in that way, He 
too recalls the time when, standing bravely before the whole 
school, he repeated the hymn— 


“ Exalt the Lord our God, 
And worship at his feet.’ 


Tn organizing the school, it was necessary to have teachers. 
At the close of a service in the school house, when Mr. Alexan- 
der preached, Mr. Thomas Wheeler, as Mrs. Porter’s mouth- 
piece, presented the cause, and five teachers volunteered their 
services. ‘These, so far as can he remembered, were Mrs. Clap- 
man, then Julia Porter, Lebbeus Gilbert, Fanny Spafford, Lucy 
Spafford and Hiram Whedon. The latter was a Methodist ; 
but as there was no other place of worship the Methodists had 
occasional preaching in the school house, and united in the Sab- 
bath School. The Presbyterians as yet had preaching bnt half 
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the time. Daniel Whedon, since D. D., was then a scholar in 
the school. Ina recent letter Dr. Whedon says: “The old 
unpainted brown school house placed upon the broad green, with 
a ‘ pond-hole’ before it, is fresh in my memory. There is no spot 
on earth upon which I gaze transiently with such interest as I 
pass it in the cars, as your lake, and the village—or now part of 
a city—which stands upon its margin.” 

The hour for the Sabbath School to meet was nine o'clock in 
the morning. Mrs. Judge Hollister, then a young lady residing 
with her uncle, remembers that she was invited by Mrs. 8. 
Alvord, at the organization of the school, to become a teacher 


init. At that time, to her and many others, a Sabbath School - 


was a thing unheard of. Nor had there heen but few Sunday 
Schools, as yet, started anywhere. 

The first male Superintendent was Lebbeus Gilbert. He was 
ason of Rey. Joseph Gilbert, a Presbyterian minister, who was 
a pioneer in this county, and is buried at Pompey. Theson was 
a good man, a school teacher by profession, occupying the samo 


building for his ‘school through the weck. He is remembered . 


by some now as a strict disciplinarian, He resided but a short 
distance from the school, in the house still standing on the lane, 
next to Mr. John Lynch’s. His interest in the Sabbath School 
appears from the fact that he was in the habit, in cold weather, 
of going early to the school house on Sabbath morning, and 
kindling the fire himself. He is described as a man of medium 
size, dark hair and dark complexion. At the time he was Su 
perintendent he was not 4 professor of religion. His namo ap- 
pears on the records as uniting with the charch by profession, 
June 5th, 1825. This was under the ministry of Rey. Hutchins 
Taylor, the first pastor after the new organization. There ap- 
pears to have been a special religious interest at tho time, for 
twenty-one persons are enrolled as uuiting by profession, and 
three by letter, on that day. Mr. Gilbert died on the 16th of 
February, 1827. His remains are interred in the Salina burial- 
ground, 
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The Sabbath School continued to be held in the old school 
house for several years after its organization. The church edi- 
fice was erected in 1822. Tor some reason the school was not 
transferred at once to the new church, but was still held in the 
school house. Association, or fear of injury to the new struc- 
ture, may have caused delay. At length it was decided to hold 
the Sabbath School in the gallery of the church, and the transfer 
was nade accordingly. The children were assembled for the 
Jast time at the school houge, and marched from thence, in pro- 
cession, to the church, The occasion fixed itself in the memory 
of those who are with us who were children then. The gallery 
continued to be the place for the Sunday School for several 
years, the infant class occupying the part over the doors. At 
length the school was transferred to the lower floor. 


We place second on the list of Superintendents, Cyrus Hud- 
son, since a Presbyterian minister, and still living. He refers 
to his life here as follows: “I was io Salina during the year 
1824-5—the fall of 1824 and most of 1825—was attracted there 
by the family of Hezekiah Barns, which afterward moved to 
Phanis. TI opened a select school in the fall, taught during the 
winter, and the summer following. That, you will see, was 
forty-three years ago. Syracuse was but just the nucleus of a 
village, sustaining at the lime only a small district school, taught, 
tho winter I was in Salina, by a college class-mate of mine, who 
came with me from Vermont. It may be of interest to refer 
to a revival season which commenced in my -school and 
spread into the village, the winter I was there. The first case 
of hopeful conversion was a young lady—Miss E—— C—— 
who had taken the Iead in the popular amusements of the day. 
Ins connection with her change I observed a general seriousness 
and tenderness on the subject of religion in the whole school, 
Just at this time the solemnity was greatly increased by the sud- 
den death of a promising young man. This young man, whose 
name I have forgoticn,* was an apprentice to a Mr. Bates, a 


*It was 2 Mr, Windsor, 
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blacksmith, and was smothered in a chamber of Myr. Bates’ 
house, in an effort to save some important papers, at a time it 
was supposed the house could not be saved from burning down. 
The fire, however, was got under ; the house saved; but the 
young man was found in the front chamber, prostrate and lifeless , 
on the floor, with the bex containing the papers in his hands. 
This was early Monday morning. Sabbath evening before, he 
was in a prayer meeting, held in the school house with two 
rooms, and hoth rooms crowded with a solemn assembly. He 
went home from that meeting with a shop-mate, (who had been 
indulging hope for a short time,) under deep conyiction. The 
two young men sat up that night until after midnight, conyers- 
ing and praying together ; and during that time the young man | 
expressed the hope that he had given his heart to Christ Be: 
‘fore daylight of that morning he was summoned to cternity. 
This providence had a powerful effect upon my school, as well 
as upon the whole village. The young man was respectable, 
and beloyed by all; and there was scarcely one, especially 
among the youth, but what were deeply moved by the event, 
For a day or two my scholars, when they stood up to read or 
recite their lessons, would burst out into unrestrained weeping ; 
and I was obliged to turn the school into & prayer incoting 5 
calling in the minister and deacons to assist, As the fruit of 
this revival several united with the church:” My, Hndson fur- 
ther says: “There was then a small band of true christians in 
Salina. Some of them havo a living place in my macmory.” He 
meutions seyeral names, but not one of them is now with the 
living. 


It is proper that I should here refer to the death of Delia 
Adelaide Clark, who was a teacher in the Sabbath School; a 
young lady truly pious, highly educated and refined, attractive 
and beautiful. She was a danghter of Dr. Thaddeus Clark, of 
Pompey, and an older sister of “ Grace Greenwood.” She was 
a teacher in the day-school, an assistant to Mr. Hudson, ocenpy- 
ing the rear room after the enlargement of the school house. 
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Once in referring to the school house, with its scenes of deep re- 
ligious interest, she said “It was rendered sacred by devotion.” 
Her death, which occurred October 5th, 1827, was deeply felt, 
and some lines were written by a friend, from which I make an 
extract : 
“She turned her dim and languid eyes, which once 

Beamed light and joy npon me, And her hand 

Inclosed in mine, ees returned assurance 

That she knew her friend, She spoke, but the music 

Of her yoicw was gone. ’ 

Within her bosom all was peace and joy, 

And Heaven's pure light beamed brightly on her soul. 

Be that instructive scene forever graven 

Deeply on my heart; that us she triumphant 

Died, and winged her flight to Heaven, T too 

May triumph o’er the graye and die like her.” 

The next Superintendent after Mr. Hudson, so far as appears, 
was Hsq. Daniel Gilbert, brother of Lebbeus Gilbert. He was 
a Justice of the Peace, af one time Post Master, and resided in 
a, small house still standing on Wolf strect, between Salina and 
Lodi streets, before called the Burke house. This was prior to 
his removal to the house which he built at the corner of Park 
and Centre streets., now occupied by Mr. Noah Wood. Tle was 
taller than his brother Lebbeus, and was of lighter complexion. 
His wife was a daughter of Dr, Hezekiah Clark, of Pompey. 
She was a cousin of Miss Clark, to whose death I have referred. 
He united with the church, by profession, April Ist, 1827. ‘That 
year, which was during the ministry of the Rev. Mr. Hotchkiss, 
the second pastor, was one when large additions were made to 
the church. Thirty-six persons united by profession, and ten by 
letter. Mr. Gilbert remoyed from the place, and took a letter 
of dismission from the church in March, 1833. 


We place next on the list Wilmot Williams, still living. Mr. 
Williams was a merchant here. Dr. A. 8. Ball married his 
sister. He united with the church, by profession, March 34, 
1832, and was dismissed May 6th, 1833. He writes from New 
York city: “My connection with the Sabbath School, as either 
teacher or Superintendent, was during portions of the ycars 
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1$31-2-3.” Making tender reference to many precious 
names here, he adds: “Say to any of the loved survivors who 
may retain any remembrance of me, that I commend them to tho 
grace of Gad in Ohrist Jesus, and pray that amid all the tempta- 
tions of the world, the flesh and the devil, they may not fail to 
remember that their hope of triumphing is only in ‘looking unto 
Jesus, and taking the ‘helmet of salyation’ and the ‘sword of 
the spirit, which is the word of God’.” Mr. Williams, as he ap- 
peared, in the prayer mecting, with his tearful utterances, at this 
distance 0. more than thirty years, is still remembered, with 
great affection, by some here. 
peel bey 

The next Superiutendent was William Clark/who united with 
the church the same year with Hsq. Gilbert. He removed to 
this place in 1820, passing an honorable and useful life here, and 
finishing his course but a few months since. Mr, Clark has 
died so recently, and was so well known, that it is not necessary 
that I should introduce an extended notico of him here, He 
was a just man, and his death is a great loss to the church. 
The death of Fanny Spafford, during Mr. Clark’s administra- 
lion, produced a solemn impression, and was the oceasion of 
deep mourning by the school. At her funeral the scholars were 
in attendance as a body,and marched in procession to her 
grave. She was one of ‘the original five teachers, and was de- 
votedly pious. Her death occurred September 5th, 1834. 


Mr. Clark, after five years of service, was succeeded by Mar- 
tin P. Kinney, now a Congregational minister at (the West, 
Mr. Kinney came here to teach a select school, in the spring or 
summer of 1888 He writes: “My recollections of my resi- 
dence in Salina are all of the most pleasant character, My 
school was very prosperous, and many were the friends whom I 
loved to esteem as such. Being a musician, and fond of sing- 
ing, I took charge of the church choir, and it was very pleasant 
for me to take an active part.in the praises of the sanctuary., I 
also aided in the Sabbath School, and for a time acted as its 
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Superintendent. I have always taken great interest in the 
young.” Mr, Kinney remained ‘here bat about a year, leaving 
in the fall of 1839. 

He was followed’ ‘again’ by Mr. Clark, whose next term of 
service extended to about 1843. 

Sneceeding Mr. Clark, who served nine or ten years in all, 
was Timothy R. Porter, who held the office down to about 1848, 
filling also intervals at other times. ‘Mr. Porter is still with us ; 
having been in the Sabbath School since its organization, either 
as scholar, teacher or Superintendent. His worth and services 
can be more fitly recounted at a later day. 

Sueceeding Mr. Porter was Abraham Davis ; say from 1848 to 
1851. Mr. Davis writes from Chicago: “More than twelve 
years have elapsed since I removed from your midst, and 
I cannot now recall incidents which would be useful to 
you. But my connection with your church through a period 
of nineteen years, and Sabbath School nearly all that 
time, has left an indellible impress of interest, which can never 
be effaced in this world or that which is to come.” Mr. Davis 
is remembered asa kind-hearted and efficient helper in every 
good work, 

After Mr. Davis we have Edward Smith, from 1851 to March, 
1854. Mr, Smith is still with us, efficient and useful, acling as 
teacher of a Bible class, and Superintending, also, a large mis- 
sion Sunday School. 

Next was Mortimer L. Browne, row at the head of the Young 
Ladies’ Institute at Auburn, Mr Browne filled tho office of 
Superintendent for about a year, from March, 1854, to August, 
1854. He writes a letter for this occasion. 


The next, and last Superintendent, was Dr. Henry Didama, 
who has served in this office longer than any other person, and 
is still at the head of the school, eminently useful, and most 
highly appreciated. 

Were there time, we would be glad to speak of Teachers who 
have been faithfol and useful in the school, Mr. Burton, was 
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uot only for some time a teacher, but contributed liberally to 
promote the interests of the school. Shepard Marsh, still living, 
writes a letter for this occasion. He was a clerk with Heze- 
kiah Barns, under the ministry of Mr. Kellogg and Mr, Ostrom. 
Charles Homans, whose address we have not obtained, was one 
of the most useful and efficient of his time. 


Tt may be added, as a matter of interest, that in the spring of 
1867 the Sabbath School undertook to raise, yearly, the sum 
of two hundred and fifty dollars, for the support of a Home 
Missionary. The Rev. David L. Kichle was assigned to the 
school, who writes to us frequently, and from whom a letter ig 
furnished for this occasion. 


The church, which was dedicated in 1822, was a wooden struc: 
ture, standing in the north-west corner, or quarter, of the Park. 
It remained till 1855. In 185i the chapel was built on Salina 
street, nearly opposite the residence of Dr. Didama, Tho Sab- 
hath School continued to be held in the church till the building 
was taken down. Then it was removed to the chapel. After 
the present brick church was built, in 1855, the chapel was 
moved from Salina street to the spot where it now stands, ad- 
joining the church, and has since continued tu be oceupied by the 
scllool, Tn 1862 the chapel was enlarged to its present dimen- 
sions, and re-dedicated Oct. 22d of that year. Dy. Didama he- 
gan to act as Superintendent about the time the chapel was re- 
moved to its present location. 


Leaving the Superintendents, let us glance now at the line of 
Pastors. AsI have said, the church, while a branch of that at 
the Hollow, was ministered unto by the Revs. Dirck C. Lansing, 
Caleb Alexander, Samuel T. Mills and James H, Mills, The 
Sabbath School was organized under My, Alexander. An ex: 
tended notice of him, and of Dr. Lansing, who married his 
daughter, can be found in Sprague’s Annals, Mr, Alexander 
was elected the first President of Hamilton College, but declined 
the appointment. He-was a serious and profound man, but en- 
joyed a joke, The anecdote of his horse is familiar to many. 


aI 
Ie once silenced a Unitarian minister in the old school house 
“by the simple inquiry “Do yon believe that Jesus Chriat lived 
hefore the days of Augustus Omsar?” It was under the Rey. 
James H, Mills, and by his exertion very much, that the ehuych 
was organized and the edifice erected ; and it was literally built 
with salt; the subscriptions being received and the contract 
made npom a certain valuation to this commodity. Mr, Mills 
econtinned to preach to the church at the Hollow till his death, 
Which occurred May 20th, 1824. He was then thirty-six years 
of age. He was educated at Williams College and Princeton 
Theological Seminary. The Rey. Dr. Brown, of Cazenovia, who 
preached his funeral scrmon, says of him: “Aga scholar and 
theologian his attainments wore highly respectable. Asachristian 
minister and pastor, he was diligent, laborious and faithful., His 
heart was alive to allthe christian enterprises of the day. And it 
may he said, without exaggeration or effort to eulogize, that but 
very few of his age in the ministry of the Presbyterian charch 
promised to be more substantially useful to the church and the 
world.” Tha manuseript sermon which Mr. Mills preached at 
Salina November 13th, 1819, the following reference to Sunday 
Sehools, ag of recent origin, oceurs: Among the most auspi- 
cious sigas of the times we may rank those institutions which 
have recently sprung up for the instrnetion of the rising gen- 
eration in the principles of the christian religion,—I mean Sab- 
bath Schools and Bible classes ;” «&e., &e. 

The new church edifiee was dedicated and tho society organ- 
ized, on the 23d of January, 1822, Tt is remembered asa hitter 
cold day. The Rey. Jobn Brown, D. T)., above referred to, 
preached the dedication sermon in the morning, from the text, 
I Kings, 8: 27: “The heaven of heavens cannot contain thee,” 
&e. There is a notice of Dr. Brown, also, in Sprague’s Annals, 
The Rev. John Keep, then of Homer, who has died within 9 
year or two, at Oberlin, Ohio, preached in the afternoon. 


On the 18th of March following, the Rev. Hutchins Taylor 
was installed as the first pastor, and continued his miniatry till 


22 


“a 


September 7th, 1826. The rovival of 1825, under Mr. Taylor's 
‘ministry, and Mr. Hudson’s administration in the Sunday School, 
has ‘been spoken of. It is related that while Mr. Taylor was 
minister here an effort was made to introduce Universalist 
‘preaching. There was then no church or stated preaching in 
Syracuse, One Sabbath, when it was known that a Universa- 
list. minister was to be be here, Fisher Ourtis, who was a sup- 
porter of Mr, Taylor, chartered a canal boat, filled it with peo- 
ple, and carried them through the side cut to tho boat house, in 
Syracuse, where Mr. Taylor discoursed to them, leaving the Uni- 
versalist preacher without a congregation. Mr. Taylor’s minis- 
try at this time covered about four years and a half. He was 
some years after called to be pastor of tho church again. 


The second minister was the Rev, Henry Hotchkiss, He and 
‘Mr. Taylor married sisters, He was not installed. He is first 
spoken of in the records March 2d, 1827, and last mentioned 
November 2d, of the same year, Within that time was the large 
addition to the church, to which reference has been made. Mr. 
Hotchkiss’ ministry here could not have extended much beyond 
a year. 

He was followed by the Rey. Hiram H. Kelloge—also not 
installed,—mentioned in the records Webruary 29th, 1828—Weh- 
ruary 27th, 1829. Mr. Kellogg began his labors here in the 
fall of 1827, and continued till the spring or summer of 1829. 
He writes a memorial letter, in which he mentions precious 
names and makes tender references to the past, 


After Mr. Kellogg, was the Rev. James I. Ostrom; mentioned 
inf the records July 8d, 1829—April 1st, 1833. He was installed 
pastor of the charch June 24th, 1829. His ministry continued 
about four years. These were times of great excitement. Mr. 
Ostrom was a revival preacher, with marked peculiarities. In 
some respects he resembled Dr. Lansing, the first minister here. 
It is related of Dr. Lansing that once while preaching here, hie 
discovered a young man, sitting in the Opposite part of the 
house, laughing. Stopping in the midst of the sermon, and 
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stretching out his long arm, and finger, with deep solemnity he said: 
“Young man, there'll be no laughing in hell.” Tt chilled the 
blood as if the arch-angel’s trump had sounded. Mr. Ostrom 
was also perfectly fearless, and made the truth tell, He once 
gave offence, and promised to apologize; but the apology he 
made was for not having said the same thing before. As char- 
acteristic of him, once in a house prayer-meeting, when a chris- 
tian brother was praying, whom he thought too long and indi- 
rect in his petition. he broke in upon him by saying, “ Lord, 
what we want is that Mrs. ——— should be converted.” It 
is also narrated of him that once in brensies he stopped and 
sung the hymn— 

“Whither goest thou, pilgrim, stranger ?” 
and then went on with his sermon. Mr; Ostrom possessed a 
remarkable magnetic power, and his labors were much sought 
for in revivals. Once, at Baldwinsville, the work seemed to 
stop; the ministers were appalled ; Mr. Ostrom was sent for ; ho 
spoke, and instantly seventy persons rose for prayers. Once in 
9 time of humiliation and contrition, he called ont into the 
aisles of the church all who wished to make confession of their 
sings. The aisles were filled with perscns upon their knees, 
weeping, sobbing and praying. At another time, in admitting 
motbers, the large company came forward singing— 

“Low down in that beantiful valley,” 
a hymn which was very popular in those times Only recently 
a lady in Rochester sent to learn where that hymn, could be 
found, because of the impression it made upon her here thirty 
years ago. At another communion season the hymn was sting— 

“Come, trembling sinner, in whose breast _ 

A thousand thoughts revolve.” 

As they reached the words— 

“TN go to Jesus,” 
the candidates left their seats as by a spontaneous impulse, and 
came out together into the aisles 
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’ There were some things extravagant in those tines, and yet, 
as one describes them, they were “amazing grace times.” An 
instance of the power of prayer occurring here, is related. The 
Universalists had resolved to havea church here. They ob- 
tained the lot at the south-west corner of Gentre and Park 
streets, near where the old school house used to stand, and 
raised a stone foundation several feet high. At this jancture 
two of the praying members of this church determined to com- 
mit the matter to God, and ecek the conversion of the Universa- 
list minister. They called upon him, and spent the whole night 
in prayer. It so operated upon his mind that he left the place 
immediately ; the church was never built, and the foundation 
remained for many years, as 2 ruin, and was playfully spoken of 
as the monument of those praying men, Men actually trem- 
bled in those times, to have such christians pray against them. 
Under Mr, Ostrom’s ministry the plan of learning a verse of 
scripture every day, in all tho families, was adopted. These 
verses were made the lesson for the Sunday School the next 
Sabbath. 


Mr. Ostrom is still living, at a very advanced age. He wrote 
in 1862: “My ministry in Salina commenced in May, 1829, 
and continued four years. Beyond this I find no record what: 
ever. I know that the period was crowded with thrilling inci- 
dents more than any othér of similar length in the history of 
my ministry. During that four years my time and strength 
were taxed, both at home and abroad, to the full amount of my 
abilities. Let God be praised for the privilege he gaye to an 
unworthy servant of seeing richer displays of his Divine power 
than he eyer witnessed before or since. May tho same mighty 
Lord grant you similar displays, yea, more abundantly, in dear 
old Salina.” Referring to brothers William Clark, Dr. Brace 
and B, Burton, all of whom have since died, aud to brother Por- 
ter and others, he says: “Oh, how I should delight to come 
and see them all. * * * Well, I will hope we shall meot 
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in heaven, and there go over the history of God's wonderful 
love ; praising him at every step and forever.” 


Under Mr. Ostrom’s ministry large additions were made to 
the church. In 1830 thirty persons united by profession ; in 
1881 sixty-eight ; and in 1832 fifty-three. Many of those after 
ward fell away, and were suspended from the elurech. 


Mr, Ostrom was followed by the Rev. Joseph T, Foot, mon- 
lioned in the records August 23d, 188383—Pebruary 5th, 1835, 
Mr. Foot was installed, but remained only about two years, 
The cholera cut down many, and drove others from the place. 
The prevalence of Perfectionism also, at this time leading to ox- 
tensive discipline, made his ministry here unhappy. Mr. Foot 
was afterward elected to the Presidency of Washington College, 
in Tennessee, and received the degree of D.D. He was an 
able writer, and contributed to various periodicals, He died 
hy an accident, April 20th, 1840. His memoir tas been pub- 
lished. See Sprague’s Annals. 


On the 20th cf July, 1886, the Rey. Untebins Vaylor was for 
the second time installed as pastor of the church. His vame 
appears on the records between the dates May 16th, 1836—De- 
cember 25th, 1839 ; making his second term in the pastorate a 
little over three and a half years. Tho church at this time ap: 
pears to have been in a depressed condition, In a letter writ- 
ten in 1862 Mr. Taylor says: “Llook back with no con- 
placency upon my ministry in Salina, Yet I flatter myself that 
Twas to some good extent instrumental in building up the 
church and society, and gathering souls into the spivitual fold 
of Christ. I went into Salina in December, 1821, and became 
the first settled pastor. It was then called a hard place. | 
however succeeded in gathering a considerable congregation, 
and we were blessed with revivals of religion. The church was 
for some time small, but it had power ; it had influence; it was 
respected.” Referring to the discipline which he found it neces- 
sary to exercise during his second pastorate, and which was 
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sunctioned by the Presbytery, he adds: “But it was not, after 
all, my old church. I remained three years, and departed.” 

Mr. Taylor was followed by the Rey. Joseph Myers, as stated 
supply ; records, February 2d, 1840—June 9th, 1844. It is 
stated that he began his labors on the first Sabbath in December, 
1839, and ended themjthe last of May, 1844. His ministry em- 
braced four and a half years. Mr. Myers died in the village of 
Liverpoo], February 9th, 1860. His remains wero brought here, 
and his funeral attended in this clurch, the Rey. Dr. GS. 
Boardman, of Cazenovia, preaching the sermon. Mr. Myers 
was au able and faithful minister. The church revived aud in- 
creased in numbers under his minisiry. 

After him, the Rey. Elias Clark supplied the pulpit six 
months. 

He was followed by the Rev. Thomas Castleton. Wis namo 
appears in the records April 6th, 1845. He began his labors Au- 
gust 20th, 1845, and concluded them July 23d, 1849, remaining 
about four years. Mr. Castleton did much to impart new life 
into the church. The house of worship was repaired, new elders 
were elected, and new interest awakened in the Sabbath School. 
Mr. Castleton preached a historical sermon August 29th, 1847, 
which was afterward published, reviewing bricfly the history of 
the church, from its organization to that time. Tho first Mrs. 

Jasticton dicd during his ministry here. THe afterward went to 
the South and married again. He perished at sea, in the fall 
of 1865, with a wife to whom he had been but recently married, 
returning from Galveston to New York. 

After Mr. Castleton, the pulpit was supplied for about a year 
hy the Rey, J. J. Slocum ; July 1st, 1849—June 15th, 1860, 

The Rev. William W. Newell, D. D., was installed pastor 
October 20th, 1850, He remained in the pastorate nine and 
one-fourth years, and was dismissed to accept a call to New 
York city, January 15th, 1860. Large additions were made to 
the church under his ministry. The chapel also was built 
within this time; and the presont church edifice erected. 
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The Rey, J. B. Condit, 1. 1, of Auburn, supplied the pulpit 
for alout two years, when the Rey. Lewis H. Reid was called 
to the pastorate, entering upon his duties the first Sabbath in 
November, 1861, and being installed January 15th, 1862. Myr, 
Reid has recently accepted a eal! to Chicago, Ill.,and concluded 
his labors here may Ist, 1868. 


Before closing this history, lect us speak of the Elders of the 
church, The entire list, from the beginning, is as follows: 


Michacl Mead, ordained March —, 1820. 
Ward Bassett, a Mareh —, 1820). 
David Brace, at Jnly Sist, 1823. 
Hezekiah Barns, ue December 3d, 1825. 
Alonzo 8. Ball, iM October 7th, 1832. 
Kdward Chapman, a October 7th, 1832. 
John Hartshorn, it May Ist, 1842. 
Abraham Davis, a October Ist, 1845. 
Timothy R. Porter, al October Ist, 1845. 
Wdward M. Williams,  “ October Ist, 1845.~ 
Henry W. HW. Watkins, Pebruary 6th, 1858, 
Bdward Smith, ak Vebruary 6th, 1853, 
Kelloge I, Loomis, « January Gth, 1855, 
Tlenry D, Didaima, 3 February 8th, 1860, 
forace Alvord, L February 8th, 1860. 
Hphraim 1. Bvans, s February 8th, 1860, 
Jonathan Dunham, i October 31st, 1866. 
James Van Vleck, » December 4th, 1867, 


Messrs. Hartshorn, Porter, Smith, Didama, Alvord ‘and Van- 
Vleck now compose the session, 


Messrs, Mcad, Basset, Brace, Barns and Williams are dead, 


Dr, Alonzo 8. Ball, the oldest surviving member of the ses 
sion, addresses us to-day by letter. 


Let us speak of the dead. Michael Mead was reared a far- 
mer, in Saratoga county ; was married and converted in Livers 
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pool, to which place he came in about 1809, He was a soldier 
in the War of 1812. Afterward he was made a Major in the 
State militia. He came to Salina about 1815. To was for sey- 
eral years, prior to 1824, Deputy Superintendent of the Salt 
Springs. He was clerk of the session from March, 1829, to 
April, 1842. The records, as kept by him, are remarkably neat 
and legible. Ie removed to Phoenix in the fall of 1842, where 
he diced. JTe was an irreligions man in early life, but became a 
faithful and devoted christian. He was strictly honest. Tt was 
a common remark: “If there was ever an honest man, he was 
one.” He was benevolent, giving without letling it be known. 
The farthings that fell to him as Salt Receiver, he devoted to 
the Lord. He furnished the bread and wine for the communion 
table, and always saw to the poor, If the church wanted any- 
thing it went to him. He signed notes for others, to his own 
injury; was well off at first, but became poor, He was strict 
in the ebservance of the Sabbath, and was faithful, as a father, 
in his family. His “no,” or “yes,” was enough, He was act- 
ive in the organization of the new church, and his name stands 
at the beginning of the list of membere. : 


The second name on the roll is Ward Bassett. [He and Mr. 
Mead wore the two original Elders. Both were ordained dur- 
ing the connection with the Onondaga Hollow church, Ue re- 
mained some two years after the organization, and was dismissed 
to Pompey July 30th, 1824. He was a physician; attended 
Lectures at Dartmouth College in 1815, and came to Salina in 
about 1818. -At that time there were not more thay two malo 
members of the church here. He married a ister of Hon. 
William Taylor, of Manlius, November 1822. He was in poor 
health, and at one time contemplated going abroad, both for his 
health and as a missionary physician. He impressed others 
with the reality of his religion. At Beach’s tavern, when he 
came in sight, card-players put their cards away. [He had a 
happy faculty of carrying on a meeting. He was intelligent, 
was fond of the sciences, and at one time was ccrresponding 
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member of the Albany Lyceum of Natural History, and also of 
the Lyceum of Natural History of the Berkshire Medical Col- 
lege. Tle died at the house of his brother-in-law, in Manlius, 
July 18th, 1834, having been removed there from Oriskany in 
the last stages of consumption. Mrs. S. Alvord and Mrs. John 
G. Forbes, having heard of his declining state, drove all the 
way to Oriskany to see him, and thence to Manlius, but he had 
just died. Dr, Taylor, in 1862, wrote of him: “TI think I may 
say that I have seldom been acquainted with an individual in 
whom religion appeared more of a fixed principle, exhibiting its 
fruits in his daily walk and conversation ; and in all his inter- 
course with sociely and friends, manifesting itself as the first 
great and important thought of his heart, and the first and most 
cherished sentiment of his whole soul. He died, as he had 
lived, exhibiting the power of a trne christian faith in calming, 
sustaining and comforting him in his last honrs.” 


David Brace, the next Bilder, has been spoken of as one of 
the earliest settlers of this place. Te lived to an advanced age, 
cighty-two, and died December 21st, 1864, much respected and 
lamented. For many years he kept the only drug store here. 
Te was aman of strong feelings and decided principles. He 
continued in the Eldership of this church until March, 1854, 
when he took a letter, and united with the Plymouth Congrega- 
tioual chureh of this city. 


Wezekiah Barns united with this church by letter, Pebruary 
5th, 1825, and was dismissed March 18th, 1837. Mr, Barns 
was from Charlotte, Vt.,and removed from here to Phenix, 
where le died in about 1850, While here he was engaged in 
merehandize, and resided in what is known as the William Por- 
ter house. One of tho Superintendents of the Sabbath 
School, Cyrus Hudson, boarded in his family ; Shepard 
Marsh, was a clerk in his store, He was an active, earnest 
christian. He would talk on the subject of religion while he 
was doing up a bundle. He was of a cheerful temperament, no- 
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ticed children, and was a friend to the poor, He spoke rapidly, 
and made short prayers. The Rev. Mr. Kellogg writes :— 
“Deacon Hezekiah Barns, who has long since gone to his home 
in heaven, was always present at the Sabbath School, with his 
interesting family. Some of your people will remember him, 
so meek, so gentle, so good, with his excellent wife. ‘The mem- 
ory of the just is blessed’.” 

Edward M. Williams united with this church by letter, Jan 
uary 12th, 1845, and died August 12th, 1852. He is spoken 
of as a most excellent man. His words seemed scemed to come 
from the heart, rather than the mouth. or sincerity and depth 
of feeling, ability in prayer, and worth as a spiritual adviser, 
none in the Eldership surpassed him. 

Thus have we followed up four lines of history. The place ; 
the Superintendents ; the Pastors; the Elders. 1 must not de- 
tain you farther, Thisis an interesting day. Let us raise our 
Ebenezer and start on. 
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EVENING FXERCISES. 


Voluntary. 1 

Before Jehovah's awful throne.—Denmark. 
Scripture and Prayer, 

16th Hymn, ‘ Praise to God.” 

Historical Address. 

The Vale of Humility. 


Low down in this beautiful Valley, 

Where Love crowns the meek and the lowly, 
Where low storms of envy and folly 

May roll on their billows in vain. 


This low Vale is far from contention, 
There’s no soul can dream of dissension, 
No dark wiles of evil invention 

Can find out these regions of peace. 


The low soul in humble subjection, 
Shall there find unshaken protection ; 
The soft gales of cheering reflection, 
‘The mind soothe in sorrow and pain. 


O there, there the Lord will deliver, 
And souls drink this beautiful river 
Which flows peace forever and eyer, 
Where love and joy shall always increase. 


Recitations. 
Speeches by former Superintendents and others. 


** All hail the power of Jesus’ Name,”’—Cvronation. 
. Recitations. 
. Address by Rey. Dr. J. B. Condit. 
. Song, “ Homeward Bound’ and Doxology. 
. Benediction. 
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